
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
GORUCK-Founder Jason McCarthy Named Honorary Marshal for the 2018 

New York City Veterans Day Parade 
 
NEW YORK, July 6, 2018 – The United War Veterans Council (UWVC) has named former 
Special Forces Communications Sergeant and founder of the successful backpack company 
GORUCK Jason McCarthy as an Honorary Marshal for the November 11, 2018 New York City 
Veterans Day parade. 
 
Following the events of September 11, 2001, McCarthy felt inspired to join the U.S. Army, quit 
his finance job and signed up for the Special Forces Qualification Course in 2003. Following the 
completion of the program in 2006, McCarthy served in the Army as a communications sergeant, 
with deployments to Iraq, West Africa, and Europe until 2008. 
 
During his deployment in West Africa, McCarthy made rucksacks for his Foreign Service 
diplomat wife Emily and other Americans working at the Embassy. She encouraged him to 
continue making rucksacks; he took her advice, left the Special Forces, and opened GORUCK, a 
company dedicated to making military-inspired backpacks for civilians. 
 
McCarthy then started the GORUCK Challenge, a Special Forces training program modified for 
civilians looking for a change in their workout routines and an opportunity to develop leadership 
and teamwork skills. The challenge was well-received and gained a following; its continued 
success and support from the Green Beret Foundation made GORUCK a success. 
 
“Jason has a compassionate spirit for the mission of our Armed Forces, and the development of 
his GORUCK challenge has spread that spirit to civilians, and that’s remarkable,” said Mark 
Otto, UWVC executive director and U.S. Marine Corps veteran. “We’re absolutely thrilled to 
have him as one of our marshals, and we can’t wait to march with him this November.” 
 
At the parade, McCarthy will be marching with Grand Marshal Florent Groberg, retired U.S. 
Army Captain, and fellow Honorary Marshals Job Mashariki, founder of Black Veterans for 
Social Justice, and Mike Erwin, U.S. Army Reserve Lieutenant Colonel and founder of Team 
Red, White, and Blue. This year’s parade will honor the centennial anniversary of World War I, 
which was signed off with an armistice on November 11, 1918.  
 
For more information on the marshals and participating in the 2018 New York City Veterans Day 
parade, please visit uwvc.org/vetsday. 
 
* * * 
 
About the United War Veterans Council 
The United War Veterans Council, Inc. (UWVC) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that 
honors and serves veterans. We achieve this goal by supporting and promoting a wide range of 



initiatives that provide vital services to our veterans community (including health, wellness and 
education), raising positive awareness and increasing public understanding of the needs of our 
veterans, military service members and their families through major public events and 
promotional activities, and uniting veterans groups, community organizations, government 
agencies, businesses of all sizes and the general public. For more information, visit 
www.uwvc.org and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
 
About the New York City Veterans Day Parade 
The New York City Veterans Day Parade is our nation’s largest event honoring service. Produced 
by the United War Veterans Council (UWVC), the Parade provides the public with the 
opportunity to salute our veterans and military, and raises awareness for organizations working to 
serve their needs. It is the centerpiece of an annual citywide effort to honor our veterans 
community.  This year’s parade marks the centennial of the end of the First World War (1918 ~ 
2018), with the U.S. Army as its featured service. For more information, visit 
www.uwvc.org/vetsday. 
 
 
 
 


